
Executive Committee Phone Conference Meeting – December 13, 2016  

Minutes are abbreviated.  

 X - Indicates in attendance                                         BOLDED indicates changes with Regional Elections Completed 

X President, Carl Phillips  Region 1 Senior RR, Curt Ellestad 

X Immediate Past President, Jay Zahn X Region 2 Senior RR, Jeff Miller 

 VP Finance/Treasurer, Interim – Carl Phillips  Region 3 Senior RR, Jim Evers excused 

 VP Communications, Ron Teschner  Region 4 Senior RR, Kimberly Cates  

X VP Fisheries & Research, Jim Moore   

 VP Internal Affairs, Dan Koniewicz    RR  in attendance but without Vote: 

X VP Membership & Marketing, James Ashton  Region 1 Representative, Brian Johnson 

 VP Youth Activities, Appointed Caiden Ramsell  Region 1 Representative, Mike Riha 

X Corporate Secretary, Thomas Ardolf  Region 2 Representative, Greg Wells 

 Non-Voting Support Personnel: X Region 2 Representative, Robert Petzke 

X Member Services, Ellen Wells  Region 3 Representative, David Johnson 

 Parliamentarian, Henry Hempe/David Cates Acting   Region 3 Representative, Bob Sisson 

X Finance, Kathy Goon  Region 4 Representative, Earle Hammond  

 Web Master, Randy Loewecke X Region 4 Representative, Frank Walter 

 Editor, Amy Penza  Non-Voting Guests: 

 Assistant Editor, Sean Landsman  Patrick Krumenacker  

    

12/13/2016 at 7:00 PM CST waiting on all parties to join in the conference, final connections and arrivals 07: p.m. 

President, Carl Phillips called the meeting to order. 

 

Tonight’s agenda: 

Roll call was taken and documented by Ellen Wells and noted above. 

A quorum was present at start of meeting (6 of 13 EC voting members including the President).  Note Majority = 7 of 13 

for approved motions. 

 

Agenda: 
TOPIC DISCUSSION 

President, Carl Phillips Ballots sent and returned, vote validated. I am pleased to announce that Jim Ashton has been elected 

to be our next President. I will be handing him the gavel midway through our ABM in March at 

Pittsburg. Congratulations to Jim. 

I am also pleased to put forward for nomination Caiden Ramsell as VP Youth. Caiden has expressed 

an interest and filled out his Annual Directors Disclosure Statement, which was in turn reviewed by 

the Corporate Secretary and me. Caiden has energy and will do a good job developing new youth 

programs across our range. He is interested in assuming the position immediately and going forward 

with election at the ABM. Hence I am putting him forward now so he can get his feet wet. 

A motion was made by Jay Zahn to nominate Caiden Ramsell, Jeff Miller seconded. 

Bylaws reviewed 3.11 gives the President authority and the only EC acknowledges this assignment. 

Vote was called and it was unanimously.  

December Presidents meeting was cancelled in January there will be conversations on the ½ day 

session at the ABM on the next call 

VP Finance/Treasurer, 

 

 

$64,434. checking balance 
$8,113. in savings 
Reserve funds: 
$22,100; $11,702; $1,489 and $107,841 
 



FC meeting next week, plan to more funds into the Gil Hamm, looking to have a better balance by 
the ABM. 

VP Youth Activities, 

Filled by President 

with Caiden Ramsell, 

full elections at ABM. 

Caiden L. Ramsell- Bio 

Since my youth I’ve been an avid outdoorsman. Often found running through the woods, hunting or 

fishing in a pond, lake, or river.  I discovered the elusive Esox masquinongy via my grandfather 

Larry Ramsell. His passion and “Muskie Fever” quickly spread to me. I have hunting muskies ever 

since! 

In high school I developed a passion for helping others. I became interested in a career in Funeral 

Service by working visitations at a local funeral home after school and on weekends. Upon 

graduating I moved to Missouri and began serving my apprenticeship as a Funeral Director. I 

worked at various funeral homes throughout several states as both funeral director, and manager. 

My management skills lead me to oversee daily operations of two cemeteries owned by a large 

conglomerate based in Georgia. During my time I increased sales and client satisfaction by a 

conservative estimate of 50%. The funeral service industry takes a very heavy toll on those called to 

serve. I eventually left funeral service after handling the services for two very close friends, who 

were as close to me as brothers.  

I decided it was time for a change of pace, something new and at the opposite end of the “career 

spectrum”. I enrolled in a vocational college and pursued a degree in Welding. Upon completion of 

welding school, where I graduated at the top of my class, I applied for apprenticeship with 

Boilermakers Local Union 60. I entered the program and quickly progressed. During our off season 

(summer) I am often found (when not fishing) in class at the hall assisting our instructors in teaching 

welding to fellow apprentices.  

I have excellent communication, organization, and people skills. Often to a point of it being a 

downfall because I care, as they say, too much. I have often been asked if I have ever met a stranger 

since I am always making new friends.  

In my spare time, I love to fish & hunt. I also enjoy writing my blog at www.muskiekid.com a 

website where I pass along information to new Muskie fisherman. I was nicknamed the Muskie Kid, 

by my grandfather Larry, hence the name of my website. 

Currently, I reside in Canton, Illinois, with my fiancée Kirsten and two sons, Nate (3) and Carter (10 

months).  

VP Internal Affairs, 

Dan Koniewicz 

N/A 

VP Membership & 

Marketing, James 

Ashton 

Did not meet in December, plan is to meet on Thursday the 15th of December. Ad placed into Rollie 

and Helen’s catalog.  

 

Membership is continuing to grow, slow but still showing progress. Responsibility is at the chapter 

level. Work with Tony Grant again this year. Goal was 75 and he gained 125 so the program will 

continue.  

 

220,000 in WI indicate they are fishing for Muskies through license applications; we need to reach 

these people. 

 

A VP will be needed for this position as I will be taking over the Presidential position at the ABM, 

the committee will review and offer suggestions. 

 

Suggestions for a decal/patch for members for the 50th anniversary of Muskies, Inc.  

 

Ongoing discussions continue with Teuteberg and no decisions have been made. Region 4 meeting 

http://www.muskiekid.com/


indicated only a 30 day notice should be sent. This will be reviewed at the committee level. 

 

Picked-up items for the show from Greg and Ellen Wells. Practice set-up will commence prior to the 

shows. Jim plans on attending both Chicago and Milwaukee shows.  

VP Fisheries & 

Research, Jim Moore 

1. An application for a Gil Hamm Fund Grant from the Upper Great Plains MI Chapter 29 was 

submitted and reviewed by the committee. The amount of the grant request if $1,830.45 out 

of a total project cost of $4,204.50, about 43% funding.   

The F&R Committee has reviewed and approved the request. I forwarded it to the EC for 

your review/discussion/action on 11/25/2016. 

 

2. Please find attached an application for a Gil Hamm Fund Grant from the Mountain West 

Muskie, Chapter 65 of Muskies, Inc. 

The amount of the grant request is $800. 

I talked to their President, Kim Wagner, yesterday evening for an hour discussing this 

request and the overall Muskie fishery program in the state of Utah.  They are an 

enthusiastic and hardworking group dedicated to improving the fishery as they strive to 

develop a great working relationship with the State DNR.  

After reviewing the request, my committee had very good comments regarding the 

importance of this project and its' scope towards the overall improvement of the fishery both 

now and in the future.  It should also be of interest to other states with tiger Muskie 

programs.  

The committee has reviewed and approved the request and I sending it to you for review. 

3. Please find attached a recent Grant Application from the Lake Superior Chapter No. 33 of 

MI.  They are asking for $595.00 to purchase a PIT Tag Reader to provide angler assistance 

on the continuing St. Louis River Project which spans both MN and Wisc. 

The committee has approved this application.  If approved, this in addition to our other two 

open grant requests would exhaust our funding potential for 2016.  

Thanks for your comments and consideration.  I can summarize on the next call. 

Discussion: NO formal review by the EC is required; these are considered already approved based 

on the budget approved at the ABM. These notifications are for reference only. 

 

We have also submitted the funding of $1350 for the Chapter 28 grant which was previous reviewed 

and approved.  

 

$4800 was available for the 2016 Fisheries budget, with the above mentioned requests we would be 

at out allotted budget amount for this year. I’d like to review the funding availability to see if we can 

move forward on these smaller requests and then review the Gil Hamm funding to pull the balance 

needed. 

 

VP Communications, 

Ron Teschner 

N/A 

Corporate Secretary, 

Thomas Ardolf 

1.       I’ve been a participant in the M.I. calendar editing process, and I’d estimate it should be 

deliverable; there was a lot of work by people collectively working to make this happen – I was 

very impressed with the altruistic efforts demonstrated by many people. 

2.       I’ve done my appointed task for the President’s election. During the balloting process, I called 

all presidents or chapter reps when we didn’t have emails for the CRs to inform them that the 

ballot was mailed to the chapter president.  I emailed all people that were sent ballots to inform 



them that the ballots were mailed to the President, not CR, as I was told the mailing was not in 

accordance with the election process, plus the CRs were copied on the email.  I deemed it 

unnecessary to resend the ballots for a one-person election, primarily based on the cost.   Votes 

were received and tallied, marked as accepted or rejected, tallied and reported to the president, 

and a copy of ballots was provided to our President.   

3.       I reviewed the Disclosure statement for the proposed new VP of Youth. 

4.       I’ve provided some miscellaneous comments to proposed motions for bylaw changes. 

5.       The balance at Mesirow last month was $119,587.99 

Senior Regional 

Representatives 

Reports 

Region 1 - Curt Ellestad  

 

Region 2 – Jeff Miller Getting ready for the February meeting at the Muskie show, reports to follow. 

 

Region 3 – Jim Evers 

 

Region 4 –Frank Walter for Kimberly Cates reminded all VP’s to get all committee reports in by 

January. Discussion of reinstituting the Futures Committee.  

 

Old Business Update on the IRS status, consultant/attorney updates. Look at possibilities of contacting 

congressman to assist.  

Recruitment for vacancies was discussed.  

New Business Funding and amortizing of multiple year memberships were reviewed. This is only adjusted aa year-

end, for purposed of the financial statement it is amortized but the funds are utilized in general funds 

as needed. Looking at financial options, Kathy provided some additional numbers for review: 

56,000 for one year memberships; 12,000 for two year memberships; 16,000 for three year 

memberships. All funds go into general funding and could be used in general funds but financially 

the accounting group puts these differences into the liability aspect of our accounting structure. 

New calendar process was discussed and reviewed. 

Regional 

Representative 

Comments 

 

Adjournment Adjourned  at 8:15 pm 

NEXT MEETING 

DATES PLANNED 

Next Executive Committee Conference scheduled for January 10, 2017 

SUBMISSION BY 

and CC to: 

Corporate Secretary, Thomas Ardolf 

Cc: Corporate Secretary, Membership Services and Website 

 


